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Introduction

Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy Kainkarya Sabha , Bangalore was formed in the year 1957
to commemorate the memory of Sri. Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan
( popularly known as Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy ) and have been celebrating Swamy’s
Thirunakshatram and Aradhanam without fail since then . The year 2021 marks the
150t Thirunakshatram of HH Sri. Swamy and as part of the celebrations , this
Souvenir has been brought out.

We are indeed grateful to Prof K.S.Narayanacharya , Sri. M N Ramaswamy ,
Sri. Shohattur Ramanujam and Sabha former President Sri. V.R. Narasimhan for
their special articles / essays sharing their personal association with HH Sri. Swamy ,
which we have included in this compilation . Further in the year 1955 , during the
84t Thirunakshatram celebrations of HH Sri. Swamy at Srirangam , a souvenir had
been published by Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan Mahotsava
Committee, members and other disciples of Sri. Swamy with some exemplary essays
written in Tamil at that time . We are grateful and appreciate the efforts by
Sri. S. Rangarajan for having translated these essays into English for inclusion
in this souvenir for the present generation.

Our gratitude and thanks to Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple Management and
staff for their unstinted support over all these years for conducting the functions atthe
temple . On this occasion we have to specifically remember and thank the generosity
and vision of Loka Sevakartha, Bhaktha Shiromani, Rao Bahadur (Late)
Sri. B.K.Garudachar who established the Sri. B.K.Garudachar Charitable Trust and
taking forward the development and management of Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy
Temple which was in fact formed by his forefathers and has a history dating back to
year 1844 when it was founded by the earlier rulers of Mysore, His Excellency
Nalwadi Sri Krishnaraja Wodeyar .




Sri. B.K.Garudachar had high respect and personal regard for HH Sri. Swamy and
personally ensured that HH Sri Swamy had comfortable stay at Tulasithotam Temple
whenever Swamy visited Bangalore . Incidentally the 150th birth year anniversary of
Sri.B.K.Garudachar coincides with that of HH Sri. Swamy’s which is celebrated at the
temple as Founder’s day every year.

We extend our gratitude and thanks to all members , well-wishers and donors for their
continued support, encouragement and contributions.

Our thanks are also due to Sri Hari Enterprises , Bangalore for their efforts in bringing
out this Souvenirin print booklet form.

We humbly place this Souvenir at the holy feet of the great Achaarya HH
Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan ( Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy ) ,
seeking his blessings and guidance to enable us to continue to serve the cause
promoted by him.

- Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy Kainkarya Sabha , Committee Members
Bangalore , Nov 21st, 2021

Programme Details

19-11-21 Friday, Chathurveda Parayanam Combined with

9.00 AM to 1.00 PM  Sri Thirumanagai Alwar Thirunakshtram
Karthikai Krithikai

20-11-21 Saturday, Chathurveda Parayanam, Naalayira Thaniyans,
9.00 AM to 1.00 PM  Sri Desika Prabandham (Combined with
Karthikai Rohini Sri Thiruppanalwar Thirunakshthram)

21-11-21 Sunday Ashtothara Shatha Rajatha (108 Silver Kalasha)

9.00 AM to 1.00 PM, Kalashabhishekam to Sri Lakshminarasimha &

Karthikai Mrughashira Sri Thillasthanam Swamy, Chathurveda Parayana,
Desika Prabanadham. Periya Shathumorai
Sambhavanai, Theeratha Ghosti followed by
Bhagavatha Thadhiyaradhana




A brief Life sketch on HH Sri Thillasthanam Swamy

Based on writeup by Sri. V.R. Narasimhan, Former President of
Sri. TSK Sabha and other extracts from Website by Sri. V.N.Rajan

HH Srivan Satakopa Parankusa Ramanuja Mahadesikan was the 24th Jeer of
Ahobila Mutt.

Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan ( Sri Thillasthanam Swamy )
was born in the Poorva Ashrama lineage parampara of this 24th Jeer of
Ahobila Mutt . He was born to Dikshitar Seshadri Acharya in the Vrischika month
under the star Mrigasira on 28th November , 1871. His name originally in Poorva
Ashramawas Neelameghacharya.

As he spent bulk of his early life in Thillasthanam near Thanjavur (Tanjore) he
was popularly and fondly referred to as Thillasthanam Swamy by one and all.

Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy made ceaseless efforts to promote Sanathana Dharma
in general and Srivaishnavism in particular.

He was deeply religious right from his boyhood and regularly performed
Agnihotra, Vedadhyayanam, etc and pursued his vedic studies. His studentship

commenced under the 35" Jeer of Sri. Ahobila Mutt after having undergone
Pancha Samskaram under the same Jeer. This indicates his early association with
Sri. Ahobila Mutt which continued with the same vigour with the subsequent Jeers
of Sri Ahobila Mutt. In this way , he acquired a wide range of knowledge and was
fully conversant with the theory and practice of Srivaishnava tradition.

This led him to join the panel of Aradhakas at the mutt, to worship Lord Malola
Lakshmi Narasimha and became the personal staff of the 38"Jeer |,
HH Sri Srinivasa Satakopa Mahadesikan. The Presha Mantra ( for Sanyasins) was
obtained from the same Jeer.

One day a Srivaishnava appeared to him in the dream and said “Put to use the
wide knowledge acquired for the good of people and promote Srivaishnavism” which
made him think and take up Sanyasaashrama . He entered Sanyaasahrama on
30" September 1914 at a relatively young age, with the blessings of the then Jeer
(40") of Sri. Ahobila Mutt. After becoming a Sanyasin , he assumed the name
"Sri  Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan” but continued to be
popularly and fondly called as Sri Thillasthanam Swamy.




After becoming a Sanyasin , Sri Thillasthanam Swamy travelled all over the country
and performed Pancha Samsakaram, delivered lectures and discourses on
Srivaishnava philosophy and Srivaishnavite literature, promoting the traditions of
Sri Ahobila Mutt. Sri Thillasthanam Swamy remained an individual Sanyasin which
enabled him to visit every nook and corner in South India which was phenomenal in
times where travel was extremely difficult. His ceaseless travels created great interest
in people to pursue Srivaishnavite traditions. Alarge number of people all over South
India became his disciples. People of the Mysore State ( Now Karnataka ) had great
affection and regard for him.

Even though Sri Thillasthanam Swamy was carrying out the routines of a
Srivaishnava Sanyasin, what attracted people to him was his profound knowledge
and ability to quote spontaneously and dispel the doubts of individuals.

On one occasion, when he was in Mysore, there was difference of opinion amongst
the scholars present regarding the 'Prayaschitta’ rituals prescribed in vedic tenets .
(A Prayaschitta ritual is a corrective rite to undo any shortcomings in the original
rite.) Sri Thillasthanam Swamy explained lucidly the efficacy of Prayaschitta rituals
quoting various sources including commentaries of sages and learned scholars.
Indeed all were awe struck at his profound knowledge and efficient presentation. In
this way, a large number of people were attracted towards him. Gradually, he
became a symbol of authority and all would consult him on every matter like
construction of temple , worship procedures at temples , various rituals etc. Similarly ,
his lectures were also profound. To make people understand principles clearly , he
would use parables or other techniques. He worked tirelessly to spread Sanathana
Dharma.

Having served the cause of Srivaishnava tradition for a full forty two years,
HH Sri Swamy spent the last years at Srirangam ( Near Tiruchirapalli) in Tamil Nadu
and attained Nityavibhuti on May 4", 1956. HH Sri Swamy's Brindavanam is
located near the Dasavathaara Sannidhi in Srirangam.

Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy's association wth Sri. Prasanna Krishna Swamy
Temple, Bangalore

HH Sri. Swamy would stay mostly at Bangalore , and would conduct Kalakshepams
while staying at Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple, Thulasithotam , Bangalore.
He took greatinterestin the operation of the Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple and
organised the worship procedure at the temple, according to Agama and Vedic
precepts which is followed till date. He was instrumental in the installation of
Sri. Adivan Satakopa Yathindra Mahadesikan Divya Mangala Moorthi at the temple.
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An invitation ( Patrike ) dated April 24,1927 of Annual Aradhanam of HH 38" Jeer
of Ahobila Mutt Shreevan Shree Shrinivasa Shatakopa Yatheendra Mahaadesikan,
when HH Sri Swamywas supervising conduct of such functions at Tulasithotam
Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple which was available is attached as example .

A Layout plan of the temple as it existed in 1940's as provided by
Sri. M.N. Ramaswamy lyengar (A disciple of HH Sri. Swamy ) alongwith his article
is given on the back cover which also depicts HH Swamy's ashrama inthe temple.

In year 1942, during his stay, HH Sri Swamy renovated the 75 year old Brahma
Ratham and also started Ratha Yatra around the lanes of the temple. Even now, the
same Brahma Ratham is in use for Brahmotsavam ( only the chakram / wheels have
been re-conditioned a few years back).

Brahma Rathotsava — Sri. Prasanna Krishaswamy Temple — 2019

In year 1957, a large number of devotees and admirers of HH Sri Swamy
assembled at Sri. Prasanna Krishna Swamy Temple , Bangalore to consider a
suitable platform to commemorate his memory. Accordingly, under the
Chairmanship of Late Sri. B.V. Rama lyengar, this assembly decided to set up
Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy Kainkarya Sabha with the objective of celebrating
Sri. Swamy's Thirunakshatram and Aradhanam every year. They also approved a
simple constitution for the functioning of the sabha and also constituted the Sabha's
management committee with Late Sri. Dr. K.S rinivasachar as the 1% President
and Late Sri Mannargudi V Narayana lyengar as the Secretary and also
committee members.




The Sabha has been conducting Swamy's Thirunakshatram and Aradanam since
then without fail. A good number of scholars and public assemble at
Sri Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple , Tulasivanam , Bangalore and conduct
Sevai-both Divya Prabhandam and Veda.

HH Sri Swamy's Divya Mangala Moorthi has also been consecrated at
Sri Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple.

- I
-
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Sri. Swamy’s Divya Mangala Moorthi
The original Padukas of HH Sri Swamy are preserved at Sri. Prasanna
Krishnaswamy Temple and devotees are blessed with the Paduka Teertha
during Swamy's Tirunakshatram and Aradhanam functions. Recently in year
2016 , Sabha provided a Silver Kavacha for the original paduka in order to
preserve it for the future generations.
= — L

Swamy's Original Paduka with Silver Kavacha




The Sabha has taken up several activities to promote the objectives set out by
Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy in a humble way. Sri.Thillasthanam Swamy laid great
stress on Sandhya prayers and meditation of the Lord through Srivaishnava mantras.
The sabha's first effort was therefore to bring out in a simple way, the essence of
'Srivaishnavism' by bringing outits first book 'Srivaishnavism'. After the success of
this bookand based on severalrequests, the nextbook 'Sandhyavandanam' was
published which was followed up by several similar books and booklets such as
"Vedic Pranayamam' , ' Vedic Approach to Healthy Living ', '"Vedic Rituals - Their
relevance today ', 'Vishishtaadvaitha', ' Upanayanam' , ' Vedic Wedding ' and
recently' How God Regulates Human Life - Ramanuja's Vishishtaadvaitha'.

In line with this objective, all the books are nominally priced and can be sent by
courier/speed post upon request to locations in India. For overseas requests,
books can be catered as e-books.

The Sabha maintains a web site:http://www.thillasthanam-swamy-sabha.in to share the
information in this area with others.

Devotees and well wishers can contact us for their requirements with full address,
email and phone number. (Please refer back cover for contact details)




HH Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy Brindavanam

Sri Thillasthanam Swamy attained Nityavibhuti on May 4™ | 1956.

HH Sri. Swamy’s Brindavanam is located at Srirangam near Dashavathara
Sannidhi.

Given below some rare photos of the lyal Goshti held during that time.
- \

.l

Mannargudi Sri. V. Narayana lyengar & Mannargudi Sri. (Prof.) V.Gopalswamy lyengar are
seen in this rare photo.

-t e N

HH Sri.Swamy’s Brindavanam at Srirangam in the Late1950’s and in 1980’s
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Overall the Brindavanam was in bad shape and needed renovation . This was
discussed with HH 45"Azhagiyasingar of Sri. Ahobila mutt who readily agreed and
supported the idea during his camp in Tulasithotam Temple. Accordingly Sabha
in the year 2014-15 undertook to completely revamp and renovate the
Brindavanam . This was completed and a Nandavanam was also developed
adjacent to the Brindavanam . This Brindavanam was inaugurated by HH
46"Azhagiyasingar Srimathe Srivan Shatakopa Sri Ranganatha Yathindra

Mahadesikan onthe occasion of his Shastyabdi Poorthi day at Srirangam
I

HH 46th Azhagiyasingar, Srimathe Srivan Sathakopa Sri Ranganatha Yathidra Mahadesikan at the
Swamy Brindavanam
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Transliterated invitation from the original document dated April 24", 1927
under the guidance of HH Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy

| Shreemathe Ramanujaya Namaha |

| Shreemathe Shreevan Shatakopa Shree Shreenivasa Shatakopa Yatheendra Mahadeshikaya Namaha |
Shreevan Shatakopa Shree Shreenivasa Shatakopa Yatheendra Deshikan
VARSHARADHANA MAHOTHSAYA PATHRIKAI
Shlokam

Il Nisseemaadhaaga Bhoomaaniradhanikarunaapoora Niggnaantharango
Nirbaadhaagaadhabodho Nikhilanathasuhroonnisthulaavaarakeerthihi |

Neerendhramshreenrukanteeravcharananidhidhyaasaananda poorno
Yogivashshreenivaasaadimashatamadhanashshreyasebhooyasenyaath I

Nihazhum Prabhava Naama Samvathsaram Chithirai maasam 12 vadu thedhi
Naayitrikkilamai 24-4-27 Krishnashtami  thithiyil Shree Ahobila Matham Shree
Lakshmeenrusimhaasthaanaththil 38 vadu pattaththii moordhaabhishiktharaay
Elandaruli irundha Shreevan Shree Shrinivasa Shatakopa Yatheendra
Mahaadesikan Varshaaraadhana Mahothsavam Shaathumurai , Shreepaadukaa
theertham mudalaanudukal Bengalooru city Thulasi Thottam Shree Krishnan
Sannidhiyil nadakkirapadiyaal merpadi mahothsavaththikku Shree Swamikkal
ellorum elandaruli irundhu merpadi mahothsavaththai Vimarshaiyaay
nadaththivaikkupadi praarthikkiren.

Karyadarshikkal :

Thillasthanam Shree Shatakopa Ramanuja Swamyniyamanappadi

B. G. Veeraraghava lyengar Thooppal Venkatacharyadasan

Thulasi Thottam Dharmakartha Shree Sannidhi Mudrakartha
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The Unforgettable divine relationship of our family with
Thillasthanam Swamiji.

Dr K S. Narayanacharya

This happened way back during 1932-33 AD. His Holiness Swamiji was a
scholar par excellence right from his younger days in the famous “ChaturShastras”,
Poorva, Uttara Meemamsa. Religious scriptures like “Rahasyatraya Saara”, ‘Gita
Bhashya. He had also acquired specialization in the Upanishad Bhasyam, ‘ Vishaya
Vaakya Deepika’ of Sri Ranga Ramanuja Swamiji along with Bhagavad Ramanuja’s
“Sri Bhashyam” and explaining Vyasa sutras through original Upanishadic quotes. My
father was blessed with his teachings on the above subjects and the related books
are still in my possession.

His Holiness was fortunate to have ‘Pancha Samskaram’ from the 35"  pontiff
of Sri Ahobila Matam, and had in depth studies (through Kalakshepa system) from
the 38t Pontiff of Sri Ahobila Matam Sri Srinivasa Satakopa yatindra swamigal and
was also blessed with ‘Prapatti’ from him. He accepted ‘Sanyasashramam’ from Sri
Ranganatha Satakopa swamin who was the disciple of Sri Parankusha Swamigal, the
40t Pontiff of Sri Ahobila Matam.

The Taniyan is as under:-
ARGINAAAACTABAOT: UreRTGTHIH AAMATASTR AR EATCATETINH_ | |

ARSNAASTREATHIRY: BrevIdIaTene MATHASHITAEHAUAT Brevaquf 7at ||

His Holiness was born 150 years ago , in Thillasthanam village near Sri Rangam.
After intense education in shastras, he served Sri Ahobila Matam as ‘Aradhakar’

during the periods of 38th angd 39th Pontiffs, and upon an unexpected family tragedy
where he lost his wife and children in one go, he decided to accept Sanyasam from the

40t Pontiff of the Ahobila Matam He had earlier refused to accept the

Peetadipatyam after the brindavanam of 3gth Pontiff, in spite of severe pressure from
the shisyas. He then decided to have sancharam by foot- “Paadayaatra” visited
Karnataka (then Mysore province) not once but twice. This assumes significance since

none of the pontiffs of Ahobila Matam right from 34th to 39th ever visited this state,
for over 100 years. His visit was like benevolent with heavy rains after continuous
famine. (Amruta Varsha).

The Second visit was on a single bullock cart to Bangalore and he was hosted
by one Sri Garudachar of Tulasivanam, Bangalore who arranged for the boarding,
lodging and took care for the comfortable Anushtanam of Acharya. This service of
Garudachar needs to remembered with gratitude.

Souvenin-14




Fortunately, one Sri T Rangaswamy lyengar (Tahsildar) invited His holiness to
my birth place “Kankanalli” (Kanakapura of Today). There were only 5 Sri Vaishnava
families there, My father, his neighbour and ritualistic (AnushTaanapara) Narasimha
charya, a Jodidar family, and other two. The Jodidar family had made arrangements
for Swamiji's stay at a makeshift Ashram in front of their house. Even though all the
families belonged to the Ahobila Matam, not all were interested in the discourses -
‘Vedanta Shravanam’. He had only 3 listeners in My father, Mother and
Narasimhacharya. Swamiji was accompanied by only one disciple and therefore a
Sri Vaishnava was blessed with “Vishvedeva Mantram” for serving Swamiji with
‘Bhikshe’.

After successful teachings on Upanishads, Gita Bhasya, Swamiji had started
“Rahasyatraya Sara” KalakShepa when | was said to be in the womb of my
mother.  When the chapter on “Moola Mantradhikara” was completed , | was
said to be born. When Swamiji found the absence of the couple to the discourses, he
was informed that Deshikacharya (my father) has been blessed with a male child.
Swamiji immediately visited our house to see the child. My mother put the new born
child in a “bamboo tray” (Mora) outside the delivery room for getting the blessings of
Swamiji. Swamiji immediately uttered “Dwaya Mantram” in the child’s ear. Further he
also named the child as “Narayana” in view of the birth day being auspicious
“Vaikunta Chaturdashi.

During this visit Swamiji also performed ‘Pancha Samskarm” to my second elder
brother Srinivasachar, Varadachar from Jodidar’s family, our neighbour
Vijayaraghavachar and another one.

It is the most memorable event in my life to be blessed by such great Mahatma
with an unusual relationship. The divine “Padukas’ of the Swamiji are a treasure and gift
par excellenceto me. Duetoillness, he discontinued the Padayatras and spent rest of
life at “Dashavatara Sannidhi at Sri Rangam and attained Brindavanam at the same
place.

His holiness, a great selfless teacher who provided knowledge to all without
anticipating any thing in return, is remembered for ever as an “Acharya” in its true
sense.

| am obliged to the committee for providing me this opportunity on the occasion of
Acharya’s 150th birthday celebrations.

Mysore Dr. K S. Narayanacharya.
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Lokasevasaktha Rao Bahadur

Sri B.K. Garudachar
on 27th & 28th Nov 2021at Bindigenavile

Rao Bahadur B.K. Garudachar Charities
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Divine & Grand celobration in honouring & celebrating the
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Thus, explaining in detail, the pre-eminent qualities and services of our great
Aachaaryas, the Thoopul Great, concluded in Amrutharanjani that extolling the glory of
the Aachaarya is the only sure and ultimate way to attain the goal of life here (on this
earth) and in paramapadha. So, for us disciples, it is incumbent to fondly relish the
greatness of the Aachaarya, to forever bear in mind his teachings and to hail his glory in
public.

Following the above injunctions of Swami Desika, many disciples deeply felt that
our Swami’s 84" Thirunakshatram falling on Manmatha year, Kaarthigai month and
Mrugaseersha day should be duly celebrated here in a grand manner as Sathabhisheka
Mahothsavam, in the august presence of Swami himself; but when approached, Swami
refused saying that it is not at all to his liking to celebrate it with any pomp as done in
the modern days. It was the Emperumaan’s will that when insistently entreated by his
close disciples, Swami at least was silent (without declining). So, with the blessings of
Sri Lakshmi Narasimha, this Sathabhisheka Mahothsavam is being jubilantly
celebrated, as part of which, this booklet (souvenir) is published and submitted at the
feet of our Swami.

With paucity of time, and with the urgency to bring out this booklet in print, some
inadvertent errors might have crept in and we earnestly seek the indulgence of the
savants to ignore them.

We will ever be indebted to the munificence of many-a-gentleman who so much
encouraged us with financial support for the conduct of the celebration of this day in an
exemplary manner and for the publication of the booklet.

Also, we express our gratitude to Sri M.S.Rajagopalachariyar, who spared tireless and
strenuous efforts in editing and correcting the contents of this booklet.

Our thanks and appreciation are also due to the Srirangam Sri Vani Vilas Press for the
meticulous care and sense of service in printing this book.

With the advent and dominance of Western/Foreign cultures for centuries in our
country, with declining faith in the purpose of human life to attain the purported goal of
emancipation of the soul, with lack of interest in the study of esoteric texts and the
teachings of our Aachaaryaas, catering only to the mundane demands of social life and
in this age of aggravated ignorance to the great glee of Kali(purusha), Swami’s
avathaara and unique way of life steeped in righteous conduct and extending distinct
guidance to the society at large, is the only corrective and effective curative to ward off
the evil designs of Kali. At the holy feet of such a great Aachaarya Sri Satakopa
Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan, we submit with utter humility this Sathabhisheka
booklet beseeching him to rain on us his merciful blessings.

Adiyongal
Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yatheendra Mahadesikan
Mahotsava Committee members

Srirangam

1-12-1955
som‘@lﬂ‘d'?“




A
Introduction

Sri Anbil .V. Gopalacharya
(The essay is in Tamil language translated to english)

The Bhagavathas are greeted, hailing their greatness for spending the days with
great purpose by distributing the inexhaustible nectar of wealth of knowledge
amongst his disciples, inherited by them from the great twin of the Acharya, Sri
Satakopa and Sri Yatheeshwara Saraswathi as emphasised by Swami Desika at the

end of Paduka Sahasram as AgHIUATEAEIHI I srafed i Fod: |

In the very holy appellation of this Mahaan as Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yateendra
Maha Desikan, is fully befitting in as much as he is endowed with the twin wealth
(Ubhaya vedantha) bequeathed by Sri Satakopa and Sri Ramanuja, as celebrated
inveda

The poetic imagery described in Satakopa Ramanuja Yateendra Mahadesikan
Pancharatnam presented in this booklet depicts our Swami imagined as the revered
Parankusha or Perumbudhur Muni or Vedantha Desika or the hallowed Adivan
Satakopa Desika or Sri Vishnu Himself; but would admit such a depiction not to be
limited to one of the personas above but a conglomerate of all the Acharyas
mentioned above.!"!

As enunciated by Swami Desika in Sankalpa Suryodayam as Bhashyakara’s

command , 3MRRTTGRRGUTIAIdAT ST, this Swami with total indifference to

any fame or benefit, but with utmost kindness in heart was able to expertly embed
the deep underlying esoteric meaning of vedantha in the minds of the disciples as
said

apid & doolisd AdT I J ggad |
JEIHT ATy ¥ et gR gfasaiddaes ua ||

He was further the repository of sIgT=1TeT 3IHd as said

TRTHCATGGUITRIFUT T APy Il a¥d deed & rarcauareafa.

Such eminence of Swami * IEATCATCHTCaaIIAHTHLAH “ is well brought as their

personal experiences by his knowledgeable sishyas in this very booklet.
Seouvenin-25
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In Ramayana emperor Dasaratha pretends ignorance while listening eagerly to
description of the great qualities of Sri Rama as described by his subjects -

HSTTeAfeeTa foT=irg:. The reflection of the same can be seen in Swami’s attitude which
underlines his expertise in elevating his disciples to his own level.

As the printing of this book was about to be completed in Sri Vani Villas Press,
therein | was present and happened to go through the booklet, when Swami’s
disciples desired that Adiyen should contribute a forward to it (just as the thread in
the garland acquires the fragrance purely due to its connection with the flowers) but
which of course is a boon to me

TSIl USTUTe HTeT: BT o & Te] TREUT Ner: Foded

| deem this kind gesture as a blessing of this Acharya and his predecessors that | am
also associated at this old age with the celebration of the completion of Swami’s 83"
Thirunakshatra along with his disciples.

AFTTIRTOT NP ATOTIOTEhICT:
3fedel 4. UTererE:

(Translated by Sri S Rangarajan ,
Nov 2021)
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MAS A REuseror 4
A ARISHIRTHT ST TG ETG AP A

Summary of the article by Brahmadesham Thupul
Narasimha Dasan

(Translated from Tamil essay printed in Satabhisheka Malar of Swamy, 1955)
(The original essay in Tamil language)

(Adiyen) | was very delighted to note that the 84" Vaarshika Utsavam of Srimad
Paramahamsethyaadhi Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yethindra Maha Desikan (Sri
Thilasthanam Swami) is celebrated with deserving aplomb in Srirangam, known as
Bhooloka Vaikuntam, on Thursday the 15" day of Vruschika month of Manmatha
year (1-12-55). It is also quite welcome that a booklet will be brought out on this
grand day. It will be beyond even the Almighty Maayan (Bhagawan) to find a way to
repay the debt of gratitude to Acharya, who with kindness at heart helps us to reach
Vishnu’s abode through Sharanagathi at His feet. So it is our bounden duty to be
respectful to such praiseworthy Acharya throughout our life.

By our words of praise we may not add any special value to the Acharya’s glory, but
it will certainly help in our self-purification. In the village Daamal near Kanchipuram
30 years ago | had the good fortune to be blessed with Pancha Samskaaram by our
Swami making me a befitting Sri Vaishnava Daasa. Many disciples like me will be
glorifying our Swami for his kindness and guidance; but, limited as | am in
intelligence and diction, let me also contribute a few words which will only be
raindrops on land that finally find way to the mighty river Ganga. Totally indifferent to
the mundane life and pleasures, our Swami at a very young age assumed

Sanyaasaashrama true to the Vedic sentence Jgedd faaid deeXd Uesid . Thus he

proved that to take Sanyaasa mental aptitude is the criterion and not the age. It
would be a treat to listen to him explaining with such simplicity to be intelligible to
both laymen and well read, the esoteric nuances of the philosophical Granthas such
as Srimad Rahasya Traya Saaram and others. On such occasion one will wonder if
Adivan Satakopa Yethindra Maha Desikan has reincarnated, true to the appellation
‘Rahasya Traya Saaram Rasithuraippon”. It will be beyond words to describe
Swami’s Gyana, Vairargya, and Anushtaana, and his strenuous efforts in spreading
our Sampradhaaya. Swami will tirelessly visit village after village to congregate the
Sri Vaishnava families, to teach them the appropriate Ahnikam and philosophical
Granthas such as Sri Bhashyam, Srimad Rahasya Traya Saaram, etc. . Many such
villages were resurrected and brought back to the Sri Vaishnava fold, giving
credence to Azhwars words “Poliga Poyitru Valluyir Saapam, Kaliyum Kedum
Kandu Konmin”. My own village Brahmadesham on the Paalaar river bank is one
such classic example which after his camp for few days was reverberating right from
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very early morning with Veda Gosham, Anushtaanam, Grantha Kaalakshepam by
Swami, and in the evenings and nights with Puranapravachanam, reminding us of
Swami Desika’s famous sentence

gard faeperfa gg: AieReATcATIarH and Puraanavachanam S-Ied: TEWRH. This

was really the state with every village Swami visited. One Srivaishanava in my own
vilage who was not Swami’s disciple told me that because of this Mahaan
Thillasthanam Swami, he had reformed to realize and become a true Brahmin again.
Wherever he visited he was helping even those who were outside our fold, to adhere
to our traditional values and practise them. Men of social standing would first be
attracted by his sweet demeanour, soft talk and affability, and eventually would
become his sishyas recognising his graceful disposition and great qualities.

By the count of Chaturmaasya Sankalpams, our Swami is senior most among all the
Sanyasaachaaryas in various Mutts or Peethams. It is our fortune that even at this
old age Swami continues his kaalakshepams, unmindful of physical exhaustion and
this perhaps for him is like sugar to a parching throat. For Swami, the teaching of our
philosophical Grantas is the sustaining food and water. The mental attitude of our
Swami is the same as Bhashyakarar's, when Sri Ranganatha ordained the latter

My appeal to all is to congregate and celebrate in a grand manner Swami’'s 84"

Vaarshikotsava at Srirangam. The very presence of Swami is like an oasis in a
desert. Our prayers to the benevolent Almighty is to spare more and more years to
Swami for our and His benefit as well.

“Vaazhi Sri Satakopa Ramanuja Yethindra Maha Desikan”
Perumal Kovil — Brahma Desham Thupul Narasimha Dasan

11-11-1955

(Translated by Sri S Rangarajan , Bangalore , Nov 2021)
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Acharya vaibhavam

[Read and presented on the 15" day of the vrishchika month in manmatha year (01-12-1955)
by Oragadam Komandur llayavalli in the holy presence of Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Sri
Satakopa Ramanuja Yathindra Mahadesikan (Thillasthanam Swami) in the assembly of
bhagavathas]

(Translated from Tamil essay printed in Satabhisheka Malar of Swamy, 1955)

(Adiyen) my attempt to describe the holy Acharya Vaibhavam is like tying the wild
lascivious elephant by a lotus stem. Even so, beseeching the blessing of our
Acharya and recalling the duty of a disciple, | venture to present the greatness of the
Acharya in this august assembly to the best of my ability, on his (Thillasthanam
Swami’s) 84" Thirunakshatra Vaibhavam. My tributes are still a drop in the ocean
but will no doubt conduce to the fulfilment of the purpose of my life. My humble
request at the holy feet of Sri Swami and his satvika disciples here, is to listen and
accept this presentation (as the swan extracts milk only). It is well known that the
avatara history of Perumal is holy. But our ancestors from ancient times have said
that the life history of our Acharya is equally so. Even Bhagavan has many a time
asserted that He is more pleased with the service to His devotees than the service to
His ownself. The well — endowed azhwars have endorsed this in prabandhams as

‘ourissrnu@ssmi (VBB SBDIIAD) “‘wywri ... GQarber (B30
...8redwre). Bhagavan Himself says that it is His considered opinion that the totally

dedicated Bhagavathas (Paramekanthis) are His inner soul and therefore to be more
glorified (that even Him). It is well accepted that “ malungandha aasiriyargal” should
be well honoured and respected.

The hallmark of an Acharya is, after deep study, to imbibe the esoteric meanings of
the shastras, to rigorously adopt them and make his disciples meticulously follow
them. The scriptures advise us that such Acharyas should be paid obeisance like

Devas “HTaricdr 7a” , “CaiAarareurid”, ‘CaacEaguEd:” etc.

This was also first emphasized by Sri Madura Kavi as “Devumattrariyen Kurugoor
Nambi”. Universally accepted is the fact that even if one inherits devotion at birth,
unless the person takes refuge in an Acharya, he will not attain happiness here (on
this earth) or here after (blissfull abode).

This is confirmed in the words “Trius: T etc.




Acharyas feed us, the innocent babies, with the milk of knowledge in the conch shell
of devotion. The debt of such maternal kindness, as the cow to the calf, cannot be
repaid. Can even the Omnipotent Sarveshvaran repay such debt?

Besides, Sriman Narayana Himself assumes the human form of an Acharya to
extend the saving hand to the Jeevas submerged in the ocean of Samsara. So the
attitude to consider Acharya as Bhagavan Himself is seen in all our traditions,
particularly so in our Sri Sampradayam beginning from Lord Sri Lakshmi Nrushima,
every succeeding Jeeyar is denominated as “Azhagiya singar” only. Acharya is the
mobile Bhagavan says the authentic text

HA: | &R HIATT IET o 6

For one blessed with Acharya kataksham, even the unexplained esoteric texts will
easily become clarified as in the case of Eka Lavya. Whosoever looks at the metal
content of Vishnu’s Vigraha (archa) or considers his Acharya as a human being will
fall into hell. So says the scripture

1 fasoit gfdaAreR eiegle P o | A1 IR ATGY HTd 30 FRepuriaEt ||

So it is clear that Acharyas should be worshipped as Devas. Besides having been
blessed by Devas, the Acharya extends his compassionate blessings to the disciples
and so the Acharya is called “Desika”. So goes the authentic text

Sarprreaieard fRrsaraeaRoNd | FeomaRTeaTd sead SR ge: ||

Note here that the letters emphasized in the sloka forms the word “Sf/&”. It will be
no exaggeration to say that the characteristics of an Acharya, as delineated by Sri
Thoopul Desika beginning as “/€ TcavarR’”, are fully reflected in our Swami.

Hailing from the Poorvashrama lineage of the 24" Jeeyar of Sri Ahobhila Mutt,
Kalyanapuram Sri Parankusha Yatheendra Mahadesikan, and with full blesssings of
the 37t Jeeyar Pillaippakam Sri Veeraraghava Satakopa Yathindra Mahadesikan,
and benefiting from the close association and tutelage of the 38" Jeeyar
Thirukudanthai Sri Srinivasa Mahadesikan, are the contributing factors for our
Swami’s greatness. It needs no repetition that besides his Gnana, Vairagya and
appropriate Anushthana , our Swami is the embodiment of great qualities like
humility, self — effacement, tradition, character and mercy. (Now onto his biography).

In the dravida mandala, where most of the bhagavathas totally dedicated to the
worship of Sriman Narayana were born, exists a village within the choladesam on
the banks of river Cauvery — holier than the river Ganga — by the name
Thillasthanam, popular for a cluster of Vedic and Shastra Pandits living therein.
There our Swami was born in the Prajothpaththi year, Vrishchika month under
Mrugaseersha Nakshatram ( 28-11-1871 ) , to a pious Sri Vaishnava couple in
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Srivathsa Gothram, in the great lineage of the Poorvashram of Sri Parankusa
Yathindra Mahadesikan, the 27" Azhagiyasingar of Sri Ahobila Mutt. His parents
were Sri  Uba.Ve.Chakravarthy Seshadriyacharyar and Srimati Thenparai

Janakiammal. His father was known for Gnana Vairagya Anushtana and bhagavath
Bhagavatha Acharya Kainkaryam. The villagers were so much impressed with the
Tejas of the new born that they felt that the child was blessed even at birth with
Madhusudhana Kataksham. Sri Seshadriyachar Swami performed the Jaathakarma
for the child and named him ‘NeelaMegam’ after the Lord (presiding deity) of the
nearby Divya Desham “ Thanjaimaamani Kovil”, on the banks of Thiruvinnaaru, a
distributary of the river Cauvery, and then followed with the Upanayana Samskara at
the appropriate age. Our Swami was then blessed with Panchasamskara by Kalathur
Sri. Ranganatha Yathindra Mahadesikan and was devotedly involved in
Dharmanusthana such as Sandhi Upasana, Samitha dana, Brahma Yagna, etc..

Swami’s father being an astrologer himself, found that the young boy was endowed
with special and unique features and so felt that he must be initiated into Veda and
Shastra Abhyasas. Our Swami as a boy was under the tutelage of Brahmasri
Muththughanapati of Pudu Agraharam for Veda adhyayanam and under the tutelage
of Sri Madhavachariar, Son of Sri Mushanam Subbarayachrya for Saamaanya
Shastras. Both of them were impressed with the brilliance of our Swami, even at that
young age in helping his colleagues and guiding the young students.

Thus passed 20 years. Our Swami was then married to a suitable Vadhu but his
married life was short with the death of his Devigal. Swami, being a Vairagyasheela,
then decided that it is time for him to be fully devoted to the study of Vedantha. He
proceeded to Thiruvaheendrapuram to study Sri Bashyam and Srimad Rahasya
Traya Saram under Pillaippaakkam Sri Veeraraghava Satakopa Yathindra
Mahadesikan, the 37" Jeeyar, where he found that Sri Thirukudanthai
Azhagiyasingar was also in similar pursuit. This, and their association from childhood
contributed to mutual association and regard, so much so immediately after
assuming the Ahobila Mutt ghadi, Thirukkudanthai Azhagiyasingar was beseeched
by our Swami for performing Saranaagathi at the feet of Lord Sri Lakshmi
Nrushiman, the presiding Deity, and the Jeeyar readily obliged. This incidentally was
the first Saranaagathi performed by the said Jeeyar after ascending the Peetha. This
was in Vishwaavasu year Kataka month, the fifth day(20-07-1905).

As requested by our Swami, Thirukkudanthai Azhagiyasingar sent word to
Bhagavatas that Sri Bhashya Kaalakshepam would soon begin. It was then that our
Swami completed his detailed and in-depth study of all our four holy Scriptures.
When Thirukkudanthai Azhagiyasingar began his Sanchara he urged our Swami to
join his entourage to continue the Kainkaryam in managing the varied aspects and
assignments of Sri Ahobila Mutt, and our Swami was thus fully involved in that
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service for four years. A few days before HH 38" Jeeyar would shed his mortal coil
to adorn the Nithya vibhuthi, our Swami requested him for Presha Mantropadesha,
and the former noting his Vairagya, readily obliged. Beginning from Badrinath Divyadesham
our Swami then undertook a long tour through the length and breadth of Bharatha varsha doing
Mangalashaasanam of various Divya Deshas and Kshetras. At the end of it at
Mannargudi, the 39" Jeeyar Sri Mannargudi Azhagiyasingar invited him to accept
Thiruvaraadhanam Kainkaryam of Sri Sannadi which he readily agreed and
performed for about a year. He took the opportunity to the revisional study of
Grantha chathushtayam under the 40" Jeeyar Sri Ranganatha Satakopa Yathindra

Mahadesikan. With the urge to accept Sanyasaashramam and as directed by Sri
Mannargudi Azhagiyasingar, our Swami approached the 40" Jeeyar for initiation into
the 4" Ashrama, and the former, seeing our Swami’'s Vairagyam, readily granted the
same. It was on Anandha year, kanyamasa, 15" day ( Year 1914), 41 years ago.

After assuming the most auspicious Thuriya Ashrama and despite all the rigorous
conduct and Anushthanam attendant therewith, and dependence on others for all his
needs, he again toured to various places to attract and reform the laymen, young
and old, rich and poor, by bringing them back to our traditional fold. After completing
this self-made resolve and with old age catching him up, he is now back in
Srirangam Dashavatara Sannidhi. Whichever Kshetras and Divya Deshams he
visited, he was immersed in enjoying the Sevas of the murthys. Besides he also
undertook the yeoman service of repairing the various temples, reconstructing the
dilapilated Mantapas and reconsecration of ever so many Divya Mangala Vigrahas.

While rendering Kaalakshepam our Swami will be categorically clear in his
explanations. Even for a few ill-equipped Shisyas he will take great pains to repeat
and re-explain in different ways to their full satisfaction. The classic example is my
ownself. When | found certain portions in Mula Mantra, Dwaya and Charamashloka
Adhikaaras of Srimad RahasyaThrayasaaram very diificult to absorb, Swami very
patiently took great efforts to explain until full clarity was obtained. Even while on
Upavasa or physically tired, he will not relent in continuing the Kaalakshepams to the
shishyas.

The following statement will be indisputably apt in the case of Thillasthanam Swami,
as quoted by Swami Deshikan in his Rahasya Granthas.

‘Qessa  afls ymepmissmsela Osafled Gelead  Feuegus o GTLTEGLOLILY
epLBSITHSTCR aibwsESTs o LGSO LigsTBIFTiuGT

Our swami in purvashrama rendered Vedhanthagrantha Kaalakshepams in
Thillasthanam and Sri Vainkuntam (Thirunalveli district). In Sanyasaashrama, he
rendered Kaalakshepams on Srimad Rahasyatrayasaram (60 times), Sri Bashyam,
Geetha Bashyam and Bhagavad vishayam (6 times) at various places such as
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Mannargudi, Komambur, Therezhundur, Kalyanapuram, Perumpuliyur, Srirangam,
Naatteri, Brahmadesham, Oragadam, Bangalore, Sosalai, Kaankaanhalli.

What Swami Desikan wrote as fafdg afqardaiaaaamrgiiddiaas is true in

Swami’s life too. It is beyond words to adequately emphasise that Swami was the
recipient of the kind and special blessings of 3 Azhagiyasingars (like Triveni
sangaman) namely the 38" ,39™ and 40" Jeeyars of Ahobila Mutt. ( as presented in
our Swami's thaniyan). Our Swami was particular in  conducting
Tirunakshatra/Thiruvaaraadhana Vaibhavams of his mentor, the Thirukudanthai
Azhagiyasingar and did so 20 times in Bangalore, 8 times in Srirangam, 6 times in
Thiruvaheendrapuram, besides in places such as Kalyanapuram, Gadwall, Nagpur,
Melpakkam, Madurai, Narashimapuram, Oragadam, Avalur, Dhaamal, East
Tirupathi, Thoosi, Perumbaakkam, Paadhur, Melappaalayam, etc. .Thillasthanam
Swami was singularly unique and matchless, that as an individual and that too as an
Sanyasi, could accomplish so much following in the footsteps of our Acharya

Parampara as Vakulaabharana, Nathamuni, Yamuna, Bashyakara, Vedantha
desika, Srimad Adivan Satakopa and Sri Sannidi Jeeyars. Aptly endowed with all the
great attributes of an ideal Acharya and with a sense of fulfilment, our Swami has
choosen to settle down in Srirangam, reminding all of us Sri Ranganatha’s will to

Ramanuja “3713d RS FEATET".

About 30 years ago, our Swami was camping in the Kannan Sannidi on the southern
bank of EATUTAfA Pushkarani in Thiruvellur, | had the good fortune to pay my

obeisance to him and Swami made kind enquiries about me, my family and my
background. Since then | was increasingly coming under the influence of Swami’s
personality. In due course at my behest Swami was kind enough to perform the
Bharanyaasam at the feet of Ranapungava (Vijaya Raghavan in Thirupputkuzhi
Divya Desham) celebrated by Thiru mangai Azhwar “1;." & Qwws GunrGrpeep” and by
Swami Desikan

AAGTAEIATRSTIHUTEAS | T JFIRGSINT YoTerd Hold ||

in Paramaartha Stuthi. For such kindness of the Acharya there can be no adequate
repayment of the debt of the gratitude. If at all, such repayment will be very little to
fondly relish the greatness of the Acharya, to forever bear in mind his teachings and
to hail his glory in public. It is incumbent on all of us to pray at the lotus feet of Lord
Sri Ranganatha that our Swami continues to be the leading light for many years to
come.

rfctch AT HIALT FFHATT GRIde | ASTRAATR AN NG ASITTHA ||

- Co.Yi.Sudharasanadasan
(Translated by Sri S . Rangarajan , Bangalore , Nov 2021)
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LAYOUT PLAN OF TULASITHOTTAM SRI. PRASANNA
KRISHNASWAMY TEMPLE AS IT EXISTED IN 1940'S
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LEGEND : 1 - Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Sannidhi, 2 - Temple Dwara , 3 -
Madapalli(Kitchen) , 4 -5-6-7-8-9 - 14 - 15-Temple Quarters , 10 - Sri Ramar
Sannidhi, 11 - HH Sri Thillasthanam Swamy Ashrama , 12-12A-Wells , 13 - Temple
Ratha(Chariot) Shed , 16 -Pushkarani , 17 -Mantapa , 18 - Watchman Shed , 19 -Entry
Gate 20 - Tulasivanam Student Hostel , 21 - Temple entry 22 - Dwaja Stambha

Note : Drawing not to scale . Based on inputs from Sri. M.N.Ramaswamy & Sri. C.D.Sudarshan
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Tulasithotam Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple, Bangalore

The Prasanna Krishna Temple, the oldest on the site, was built by the Wodeyar rulers of Mysore. The
temple was well known as early as 1840's and was under the able stewardship of the forefathers of Loka

Sevakartha, Bhaktha Shiromani (Late) Rao Bahadur B.K . Garudachar, who was an early mayor of
Bangalore.

The temple's two main deities are Lord Sri. Krishna and Lord Sri. Rama. The speciality of the temple is
that among the Dasha-Avathaara of Sri Mahavishnu, this temple has deities of the four Maha
Avathaaras namely Sri. Krishna of Dwapara Yuga, Sri Lakshmi Narasimha of Krita Yuga, Sri Rama of
TrethaYuga and Sri Venkateshwara of the Present Kaliyuga.

The presiding diety has the form of Lord Sri Krishna as an infant, an year or so old. He is in a standing
posture with his left leg on the floor, and the right on a lotus leaf. He has a scoop of butter in his right hand
and makes an exquisite mudra with the left hand.

Saint Sri Tulasi Ramadas, was an ardent devotee of Lord Sri Rama, Tulasithotam used to travel
extensively with the Utsava Murthy of Sri Rama and his consorts and would celebrate Sri Rama
Pattabhishekam on Punarvsu star every month. He was very impressed with the upkeep and the quality of
daily rituals at Sri Krishna temple. In the 1900s, when the saint felt he was growing old and infirm and that
he may not be able to continue his tours, and being impressed with the upkeep and rituals at Sri.
Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple, he approached Sri. Garudachar for the Archa Murthies of Sri Rama and
his consorts may permanently be kept with the temple and daily worship be continued. Sri.Garudachar not
only readily agreed, but built a separate shrine on the same site and installed the Archa Murthies of Lord
Sri Rama along with the Moolavars on April 2nd 1908. Itis widely believed that the area came to be known
as Tulasivanam or Tulasithotam owing toit's enduring association with Saint Sri Tulasi Ramadas.

In the year 1943, at the desire of the devotees, the Sannidhi for Lord Sri Lakshmi Narasimha was
constructed at the right side of the presiding deity.

The absence of Lord Sri Srinivasa was felt by many ardent devotees who throng the temple on all
occasions. Aseparate sannidhifor Lord Sri Srinivasa was built to the left side of the presiding deity and
was consecrated in the year 1996.

Lots of improvements have been made to the temple such as Raja Gopuram, Mahadwaram on the
Northern side, and re-construction of Vimana Gopuram for Sri Rama in 1998. Likewise the Vimana
Gopurams for all other deities including re-construction of Sannidhies for Sri Rukmini Thayar, Aandal
Thayar, Aalwars and Aacharyaas along with a room for Kannadi Arai (Mirror Room) was made between
1998 — 2007. Later in the year 2008, new Yaagashaala and Paakashala were constructed along with
the consecration of Sri Hanuman Sannidhi and Vimana Gopuram.

For further details of Sri. Prasanna Krishna Swamy temple and it's activities , please visit their
website www.tulasivanam.com

HH Sri.Sadakopa Ramanuja Yathindra Mahadesikan( Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy ) and the Tulasithotam

Sri. Prasanna Krishnaswamy Temple have had a long association with HH Sri. Swamy being closely
\involved in the activities of the temple.(See articles inside on Sri. Thillasthanam Swamy ) /




Blessings From :

HH 45th Azhagiya Singar
Srimathe Srivan Shatakopa Sri Lakshmi Nrusimha Divya Paduka Sevaka
Srivan Sri Satakopa Sri Narayana Yathidra Mahadesikan, Sri Ahobila Mutt

HH 46ti1 Azhagiya Singar,
Srimathe Srivan Shatakopa Sri Ranganatha Yathidra Mahadesikan,
Sri Ahobila Mutt
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